About Azim Khamisa



Azim Khamisa is an inspiration. Hailed by dignitaries such as the Dalai Lama, Former President Bill Clinton and Al Gore, Azim carries his inspirational message of forgiveness, peace and hope into a world in desperate need of each. Following the loss of his only son Tariq in 1995 to a senseless, gang-related murder, Azim chose the path of forgiveness and compassion rather than revenge and bitterness, and this amazing choice led to the establishment of the Tariq Khamisa Foundation (www.TKF.org) and the subsequent forgiveness movement which has reached millions.

A successful international investment banker and speaker, Azim has spoken to audiences of adults, juveniles and children, ranging from small school gatherings to audiences into the thousands, including – on the occasion of a special rally in Washington DC in 1995 – a crowd of 300,000.

Through the work of TKF - working alongside Ples Felix, the grandfather of the young man who murdered Tariq - Azim has spoken in person to a half-million children, with another 20 million being touched by his message through video presentations. The public has also heard his message via print, audio, video and television specials. A recipient of 50 prestigious local, regional, national and international awards, Azim’s focus remains on his vision of a peaceful, non-violent world where people make empowering choices.

In 2002 he received the prestigious “Search for Common Ground” award for “Building Peaceful Communities” along with Archbishop Desmond Tutu. In 2004 he participated in the Synthesis Dialogues with His Holiness the Dalai Lama. And in 2006 came the "Spirit of Crazy Horse" Circle of Courage Award from Reclaiming Youth Network. His profound work has been featured in the New York Times, People Magazine, Parade Magazine, Washington Post and U.S.A. Today, as well as on NBC’s Today Show and KPBS Fresh Air.

In his keynote speeches, Azim covers a diverse arena of topics – including successful management teams, forgiveness, responses to terrorism, restorative justice, compassionate relationships and conflict resolution – with each one customized specifically for his audience. Invite him to speak at your corporation, organization or gathering, and be moved, motivated and inspired.

Media Appearances

NBC’s Today Show

NBC Nightly News

People magazine

Oprah magazine

Real Life — NBC

USA Today

New York Times

Fresh Air National Public Radio

Channel 10 Leaders San Diego

Parade Magazine

Science of Mind (cover story)

React Magazine (cover story)

Nippon TV — Japan

PBS’ “The Mystery of Love” 

“The Power of Forgiveness” Documentary

Awards & Accolades

Search for Common Ground International Award  (alongside Desmond Tutu and Ted Koppel)

California Peace Prize by the California Wellness Foundation

Circle of Courage Award (alongside Muhammad Ali)

Service Award presented by President Bill Clinton & Atty Gen Janet Reno

Toastmasters International Leadership Award

Leader of the Year Award — Channel 10 Leadership Award

Peacemaker Award by San Diego Mediation Centre

Blue Knight Award — San Diego Crime Commission

Season for Non-violence Peace Hero

Who’s Who in the World

Testimonials

I wanted to personally extend my heartfelt thank you for all that you have done for me and the Senn-Delaney Team. You are truly an inspirational leader, and our people now understand the level of understanding and leadership that we all need to attain and help our clients attain. 

— Jim Hart, President/CEO Senn-Delaney

We were glad you were able to participate in the panel on youth violence, and your ability to turn a tragedy into a productive movement is inspiring.

— Bill Clinton, US President

The impact of Azim’s message on your company or organization will shift paradigms and create lasting unity in your management teams, Azim’s integrity inspires everyone to become a better person that contributes at a higher level by encouraging self-awareness in order to attain self fulfillment.

— Les Brown, Motivational Speaker

Who could be a more important person for us to listen to than Azim? He is a national treasure.          

— Marianne Williamson, Best-selling Author

